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Bible Study. 

Mr. W.W. Smith, of Randolph Macon Col- 
lege, Ashland, Va., writes: ‘“‘ We have com- | 
menced a work which is producing such good 
results, that we hope a statement of it may 
prove suggestive, and that other colleges may 
attempt it. Finding that one hour a week of | 
Bible study is too little, and that the usual | 
private readings at the end of the day’s work, 
when the mind is dull and th¢ body weary, do 
not result in that earnest. searching of the 
Word as after hid treasure, which is enjoined, 
we have formed a daily Bible Class, which 
meets every morning from 7 till 8. Beginning 
with earnest prayer for the enlightening influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, we pursue the topical 
study of the Word for one hour. These 
meetings have been greatly blessed. The in- | 
terest and the attendance have steadily in- 
creased.”’ 

We heartily endorse this movement. Its 
theory is good, in that it is eminently practi- 
cal, 

So far as we know this is the only daily Bible 
Class in the country. We have in mind a 
class of persons whom Paul and Silas found 
when they came to Berea. We don’t know 
certainly whether these persons studied in 
company ; but we do know that “‘ These were 
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 











they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, | 


anxious to secure and utilize the most effective 


means in promoting His cause among our fel- 
low-students, What instrument is more effec- 
tive in dealing with them than the “‘ Sword of 
the Spirit which is the Word of God?” We 
devise many plans which fail, in fact all mere 
human plans fail ; but God says concerning His 
word, “ It shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it.” Is. 55,11. Westudents hear a great many 
lectures upon ‘‘ Elements of Success ;” but 
the best one we ever read was given to Joshua. 
It is very brief, but very true. Read Joshua 
1: 7,8. 

We can offer no stronger plea for the or- 
ganization of College Bible Classes than the 
precepts and examples we have just quoted. 
Let us consider this subject candidly and act 
upon it, Does any one say “ We already 
have too many meetings, we haven’t time?” 
Isn’t it a fact, fellow-students, that we really 
haven’t much time for anything but the study 
of God’s word? Let the time of one of the 
prayer meetings be devoted to this exercise. 
Let us at least meet once a week for Bible 


Study. 


The Work of the Louisville Conference. 


In addition to participating actively in the 
general exercises of the Convention, the stu- 
dents who composed the Louisville Conference 
met privately from time to time for the pur- 


whether these things were so.” Acts, 17: 11, | pose of discussing in detail the special topics 
The words of the twelfth verse are also ex- | which bore directly upon the college work. 


ceedingly significant: ‘‘ Therefore many of | 


them believed.” We who profess Christ are | 


These discussions were informal, were con- 
ducted in a conversational manner, and were 
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designed to call forth as many practical ideas 
as possible. The students were unanimous 
in the opinion that success in Christian work 
in college depends upon 

1. Diligent study of the Word of God. 

2. Prayer. 

3. Personal Work. 

4. The success of ChrisTian work in college 
depends as much upon a well organized asso- 
ciation, as the success of literary work de- 
pends upon regular literary societies. 

It was maintained that inestimable good 
would result from arousing students generally 
to a candid, prayerful consideration of these 


things—and that this could be acomplished 


1. By colleges keeping up an interchange of 


correspondence, containing statements of me- 


thods of work, encouragements and difficulties, 
and requests for prayer for certain specified 
needs, This correspondence should be con- 
ducted by a committee, and should be so sys- 


tematized as not to be burdensome. 


2. Students were also recommended to ex- 
change visits occasionally, especially during 
times of revival. 

3- In order that the influence of the Confer- 
ence might be extended and rendered perma- 
nent, the General Executive Committee was 
requested to appoint a young man, a student, 
to act as College Secretary, whose duty should 
be to correspond with and visit colleges, car- 
rying to them the suggestions developed by 
the Louisville Conference, to organize college 
Associations, and to persuade as many colleges 
as possible to send delegates to the Baltimore 
Convention which meets in the Spring of 1879. 

4. It was also suggested that colleges sub- 
scribe for The Watchman, the Association 
paper, published by W. W. Van Arsdale, 150 
Madison Street, Chicago. This paper con- 
tains full accounts of all departments of Asso- 
ciation Work, including the College work, 
and should be in the reading room of every 
college. 

The Executive Committee responded most 
heartily to the call the Conference made upon 


| 
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them for assistance, and the work accomplished 
last year by the College Secretary will be re- 
ported in the January Butierin, 


Maryland College Conference. 

The conference of students which was held 
at the Maryland Convention was composed of 
seven delegates, representing four institutions 
Johns Hopkins University, E. G. 
Richardson, E. H. Spicker; Maryland Agri- 
cultural College, T. T. Houston, S, N. Cis- 
sel; St. Johns College, Prof. W. H. Hopkins, 
V. S. Collins; 
Miller. 


We were especially favored in having with 


as follows: 


Naval Academy, Captain 


us Professors Hopkins and Miller, both of 
whom take a very deep personal interest in the 
Christian welfare of the students of their re- 
spective institutions, which interest we know 
is highly appreciated and productive of the 
best results. These gentlemen contributed a 
great deal to the success of the Conference by 
their presence, their sympathy and suggestions. 
The main points discussed and emphasized by 
the students were the importance of organized 
Christian work in college, and the necessity 
of Bible Study; also the value of united 


| effort on the part of colleges under the aus- 


pices of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. 


MICHICAN. 
Micuican Universiry, Ann Arbor.—T. C. 
Green, Cor. Sec. of the Association, writes 


as follows: “ The State Convention held at 
Lansing sent home our delegates all on fire 
with Christian zeal. Our members caught 
not a little of their spirit, and the Week of 
Prayer found very few cold-hearted Christians 
among us. <A few students have requested 
prayer for themselves, and there has been one 


marked conversion.” 
OL Cot.ece, Olivet.—Alexander Tison 
says, ‘‘ We had seven delegates at the State 
| Convention at which an entire evening session 
was given to the discussion of the College 


Work. Our Christian students are earnest 


| 
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and active, and many are interested who are 
out of Christ.” 


Aprian Coxttece, Adrian. —We have just 


received a letter from B. W. Anthony, ex- | 


pressing a deep interest in the progress of the 
College Work, and asking for information 
concerning the organization of a College As- 
sociation. We hope soon to report a vigor- 


ous young organization at Adrian. 


MINNESOTA. 

Northfield. —E. 
Young writes: ‘‘ We sent fifteen students 
to the State Convention. 


Carteron Cottece, 


We had a glorious 
Convention, and received a spiritual quicken- 
ing, the effects of which are already being 
felt. Messrs, Row'and 


Holdridge of ©. Pav. have visited us. 


of Michigan and 
There 
have been 


some con e* ‘sms, and others are 


deeply interested.” 


OHIO. 
Onto Westeyvan 


—S. F. Dial says: 


Universtry, Delaware, 


“‘ We are happy to state 


| tion in our college. 


W.- | 


that on the 29th of October we succeeded in } 


starting an Association. Since its organiza- 
tion a great interest has been awakened, and 


special prayer meetings are being held.” 


TENNESSEE. 
Universiry oF 
We are 


Cowan, who represented his University at the 


Tennessee, Knoxville.— 


just in receipt of a letter from J. H. 


Louisville Conference, and who has done a | 


great deal to promote Christian work among 
the colleges of his State. Mr. Cowan gives 
in his letter a full account of a welcome meet- 
ing given to new students under the auspices 
of the Association, at the beginning of the 
present college year. 
to us. 
would prove to be a most valuable means of 
leading new students into the Association, and 
persuading them to take a positive open stand 
for Christ at the very commencement of their 
college course. The Christian students of the 
University of Tennessee particularly desire 





We like it first rate, and believe it | which it was called forth to promote. 


The idea is a new one | 
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Let us 


the prayers of their fellow students, 
_ remember them. 


KENTUCKY. 

Centre Correct, Danville. — James W. 
Skinner says: ‘‘It affords me great plea- 
sure to report the organization of an Associa- 
We sent one delegate to 
the State Convention, at which two of our 
Our 
Association numbers thirty, and has some 
earnest, active workers. 


Kentucky colleges were represented. 


We hold a meeting 
We would 
like to have regular correspondence with more 


regularly on Sabbath afternoon. 


College Associations.” 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amuerst Cotiece, Amherst. —L. Allen 
wrives: ‘* The Day and Week of Prayer was 
observed in our College by holding several 
meetings, in which a great deal of interest was 
manifested.” 

Wiruams Cotrece, Williamstown.—A. H. 
Trick the following item the 
suLteTIN: ‘* The state of our College is on 


sends for 
the whole encouraging in regard to religious 
matters, We are to begin a series of noon- 
day meetings after Thanksgiving, which will 
last till the end of next term, We hepe they 
will be a means of great blessing.” We dnow 
they will. The boys of Williams receive a 
blessing every year in connection with these 
meetings. The revival last year was a mark- 
ed one.” 


VIRCINIA, 

Roanoke Cortece, Salem.—T. S. Brown 
sends greeting from the Association of Roan- 
oke, in which he heartily endorses the But- 
LeTin, and responds earnestly to the object 
He 
that it is in 
our power to make a more favorable report 
We talked this sub- 
ject over last night in our meeting, and 
were all awakened to renewed activity and 
determination, by God’s help—for whosé 


says: ‘We feel encouraged 


from our Association. 
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glory our Y. M. C. A. was established—to 
work with greater energy.” 





NORTH CAROLINA. 

Davinson Cottrce, Davidson.—A. W. 
White, on behalf of the students of David- 
son, writes: ‘* We have just received several 
copies of the Buttetin, We 
have in our College an association called 
The Williams Association of Inquiry, the 
object of which is to keep ourselves informed 
concerning the religious movements of the 
world. 


CoLLece 


While we rejoice in what we have 
done, we feel that our Association is not 
everything that we could desire. We lack 
that bond of sympathy which is gained by 
having many associations of a similar nature 
with which to correspond and exchange views 
on the most important of all subjects, After 


carefully examining the Bu.tetin, we have | 


thought that it would be well to establish a 
Young Men’s Christian Association at this 
place. We desire further information con- 
cerning manner of organization and methods 
of work employed by the Y. M. C. A.” 


We extend the right hand of Christian fel- 


lowship to Davidson, and hope to report the ! 


existence of a new Association in the next 
number. 


Review. 

This number of the Bulletin will find thou- 
sands of students busily engaged in gathering 
up the work of the fall te >, preparatory to 
examinations, 
of the Christian work we have done in Colle.e 
be not overlooked ? 
amined in this department before we meet 


May we suyyest that a review 
Some of us may be ex- 
again. Would it not be a good idea to call a 
private meeting on the last Sabbath of the 


term, in the room of one of the students, or 
in the Association room, if a larger meeting is 


desired? Let us sit quietly down for an hour | 


and in an informal way give the work of the 
past term one good, honest, searching look. 
Many mistakes will be apparent, and the 
close of the year is a good time to bury them. 





We recall a meeting of this kind where ic 
was generally acknowledged that our greatest 


| mistake had consisted in neglecting personal 


work, and where every man agreed to avoid 
We believe 
every man kept his word, and we know that 
the following term was by far the most event- 
ful one we ever experienced, by reason of 
actual results accomplished for Christ. We 
who find this mistake to have been most pro- 
minent in the term just closing, will doubtless 
acknowledge that it has resulted largely from 
our neglect in studying God’s word, which is 


this error in the coming term. 


really the greatest inspiration to all genuine 
Christian effort. 


We give the name of a student in each of 
the above items, that students may know to 
whom correspondence should be addressed. 


Many letters are before us which we are 
unable to notice in this number for want of 
room, but which will appear in the January 
number, 


We will esteem it a special kindness if the 
person who receives the package of BuLtetins 
will distribute them, and send us a postal con- 
taining the name of some student with whom 
| we may correspond in the future. 





The Buttetin is published by the Chairman 
and Secretary of the College Work under the 
auspices of the Executive Committee of Young 
Men’s Christian Associations. 

The central office of the Committee is in 
New York, corner 4th Ave. and 23d Street, 
Richard C. Morse, General Secretary. 

Mr. Wm. Libbey, Jr., of Princeton College, 
is the member of the Committee especially 
entrusted with the college work. 





| ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BULLETIN 


SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO 
L. D. WISHARD, 
College Secretary of the Committee, 


Princeton, N. J. 
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